COMMUNION CHANT • General Instruction on the Roman Missal
2002 • “Universal” Edition of the GIRM
87. Pro cantu ad communionem adhiberi potest aut antiphona ex
Graduali Romano sive cum psalmo sive sola, aut antiphona cum psalmo e
Graduali simplici, aut alius cantus congruus a Conferentia Episcoporum
approbatus. Cantatur sive a schola sola, sive a schola vel cantore cum
populo.
Si autem non habetur cantus, antiphona in Missali proposita recitari
potest sive a fidelibus, sive ab aliquibus ex ipsis, sive a lectore, sin aliter
ab ipso sacerdote postquam ipse communicavit, antequam Communionem distribuat fidelibus.
88. Distributione Communionis expleta, pro opportunitate sacerdos
et fideles per aliquod temporis spatium secreto orant. Si placet, etiam
psalmus vel aliud laudis canticum vel hymnus a tota congregatione persolvi potest.

English Translation of 2002 “Universal” GIRM
87. For the Communion chant, an antiphon from the “Graduale Romanum” may also be used, with or without the psalm, or an antiphon with
psalm from “The Simple Gradual” or another suitable song approved by
the conference of bishops. It is sung by the choir alone or by the choir or
cantor with the congregation.
If there is no singing, the communion antiphon in the Missal is recited either by the people, by some of them, or by a reader. Otherwise
the priest himself says it after he has received communion and before he
gives communion to the faithful.
88. After communion, the priest and people may spend some time
in silent prayer. If desired, a hymn, psalm, or other song of praise may be
sung by the entire congregation.

2003 • United States Adaptation of the GIRM
87. In the dioceses of the United States of America there are four
options for the Communion chant: (1) the antiphon from the Roman Missal or the Psalm from the Roman Gradual as set to music there or in another musical setting; (2) the seasonal antiphon and Psalm of the Simple
Gradual; (3) a song from another collection of psalms and antiphons,
approved by the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops or the
Diocesan Bishop, including psalms arranged in responsorial or metrical
forms; (4) a suitable liturgical song chosen in accordance with no. 86
above. This is sung either by the choir alone or by the choir or cantor with
the people.
If there is no singing, however, the Communion antiphon found in
the Missal may be recited either by the faithful, or by some of them, or by
a lector. Otherwise the priest himself says it after he has received Communion and before he distributes Communion to the faithful.
88. When the distribution of Communion is finished, as circumstances suggest, the priest and faithful spend some time praying privately.
If desired, a psalm or other canticle of praise or a hymn may also be sung
by the entire congregation.

2011 • USA Adaptation of the GIRM
87. In the Dioceses of the United States of America, there are four
options for singing at Communion: (1) the antiphon from the Missal or
the antiphon with its Psalm from the Graduale Romanum, as set to music
there or in another musical setting; (2) the antiphon with Psalm from the
Graduale Simplex of the liturgical time; (3) a chant from another collection of Psalms and antiphons, approved by the Conference of Bishops or
the Diocesan Bishop, including Psalms arranged in responsorial or metrical forms; (4) some other suitable liturgical chant (cf. no. 86) approved
by the Conference of Bishops or the Diocesan Bishop. This is sung either
by the choir alone or by the choir or a cantor with the people.
However, if there is no singing, the antiphon given in the Missal
may be recited either by the faithful, or by some of them, or by a reader;
otherwise, it is recited by the Priest himself after he has received Communion and before he distributes Communion to the faithful.
88. When the distribution of Communion is over, if appropriate, the
Priest and faithful pray quietly for some time. If desired, a Psalm or other
canticle of praise or a hymn may also be sung by the whole congregation.

1975 • “Universal” Edition of the GIRM
Adhiberi autem potest aut antiphona ex Graduali Romano sive cum
psalmo sive sola, aut antiphona cum psalmo e Graduali simplici, aut alius
cantus congruus a Conferentia Episcopali approbatus. Cantatur sive a
schola sola, sive a schola vel cantore cum populo.
Si autem non habetur cantus, antiphona in MissaIi proposita recitatur sive a fidelibus, sive ab aliquibus ex ipsis, sive a lectore, sin aliter ab
ipso sacerdote postquam ipse communicavit, ante quam Communionem
distribuat fidelibus.
j) Distributione Communionis expleta, pro opportunitate sacerdos et
fideles per ali quod temporis spatium in cor de suo orant. Si placet, etiam
hymnus vel psalmus vel alius cantus laudis a tota congregatione persolvi
potest.

English Translation of 1975 “Universal” GIRM
An antiphon from the “Graduale Romanum” may also be used, with
or without the psalm, or an antiphon with psalm from “The Simple Gradual” or another suitable song approved by the conference of bishops. It is
sung by the choir alone or by the choir or cantor with the congregation.
If there is no singing, the communion antiphon in the Missal is recited either by the people, by some of them, or by a reader. Otherwise
the priest himself says it after he has received communion and before he
gives communion to the faithful.
j. After communion, the priest and people may spend some time in
silent prayer. If desired, a hymn, psalm, or other song of praise may be
sung by the entire congregation.

1975 • United States Adaptations of the GIRM
56i. COMMUNION SONG
The choice of texts for the Communion song is governed by the same rule as the entrance song, with the several options described above (no.
26). With regard to the texts not from the Psalter that may be used as the Communion song, the following criterion was adopted by the National
Conference of Catholic Bishops in November, 1969: The Communion song should foster a sense of unity. It should be simple and not demand great
effort. It gives expression to the joy of unity in the body of Christ and the fulfillment of the mystery being celebrated. Most benediction hymns,
by reason of their concentration on adoration rather than on Communion, are not acceptable, as indicated in the instruction on music in the liturgy,
no. 36.
In general, during the most important seasons of the Church year, Easter time, Lent, Christmas and Advent, it is preferable that most songs
used at the Communion be seasonal in nature. During the remainder of the Church year, however, topical songs may be used during the Communion procession provided these texts do not conflict with the paschal character of every Sunday (“Constitution on the Liturgy,” arts. 102,106).
Only if none of the above alternatives is employed and there is no Communion song, is the antiphon in the “Missal” recited. Until the publication of the complete new “Missal,” the antiphon from the present “Missal” is said in such cases (Congregation for Divine Worship, instruction,
October 20,1969, no. 13).

C CWATER SHED.ORG

