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Thursday after Passion Sunday 159

consuming fire, and will destroy in the flames of his love the
chaff of our imperfections, and all else that is not in accord-
ance with his divine will. It is, however, expedient that the
soul should not be inclined to sin, but should freely allow
itself to be enwrapped by the flames of divine love.

The Post-Communion is the same as that of the Thursday
after Ash Wednesday. We here ask of God that, as the
sacramental species are the visible sign of the res sacra—
that is, of the body of Christ—so the communion of this
sacred body may also be the symbol of our union with him
who is the cause and source to us of all salvation.

Jesus worked a great many miracles in the sight of the
Jews to prove his divine nature and to show that he was
indeed the Messiah, but they were not convinced, and com-
plained that he left them in great uncertainty. This is always
the case with sceptics. The truths more positively afhirmed
by Scripture and taught by the Church will always appear
confused and doubtful to such, because they use their intellect
not in finding grounds for belief, but in criticizing and de-
tracting from the truth. It is vain to trust alone to our own
intelligence in examining into the doctrine of the Church.
The first step is to believe in God who speaks to us, and in
his Church which teaches us according to the saying of

Isaias so often repeated by St Anselm of Aosta: Nisi creds-
denitis, non intelligetis.
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Collecta at Sta Mania “sn Via Lata.” Station at St
Apollinaris *“ in Archipresbyteratu.”

The Church of the deaconry of Sta Maria in Via Lata was
erected about the time of Sergius I (687-701), and a medieval
tradition, confusing perhaps the name of Pope Paul I (757-
767), who further embellished it, with that of the Apostle St
Paul, asserted that this was the site of the house hired by
the Apostle when, at the time of his first captivity, he spent
two years in Rome in the company of St Luke. History,
however, gives us no clue to the whereabouts of this
dwelling-place of the Apostle.

Under the high altar is preserved with all veneration the
body of Agapitus, the famous martyr of Praeneste (Pales-
trina), together with some relics of St Cyriacus, the martyr
of the Via Ostiensis.

The basilica “in Archipresbyteratu” i1s dedicated to St
Apollinaris, the patron saint of Ravenna, a city of such
importance in the Middle Ages, consequent on the presence










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































