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97 8t.Gabriel, Passionist
HAIL, ALL HAIL, SWEET YOUTH ANGELIC

Words by a Carmelite Nun Rev. Fr. EGBERT
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God's own al - far, By  the Pow’r that can- not_ fail
world- ly__ hon - ors, Chose with Christ the thorn-y__ way.
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3.
Clad in garments penitential
Shield of Paul upon thy breast;

Took forever thy place on Calvary,
With the mournful Mother blest. Chorus

4

Show us thy beloved Jesus,

Prone beneath the olive tree;

Scourged, then crowned, thén heavy laden,
Dead; we'd learn of Him from thee. Chorus

5.
. Ah, another boon we're asking,
From thy fairest gem one ry,
Teach us how to love our Mother,
With @ love like thine alway! Chorus

6.
Then we choose thee for our patroi,

Thou our advocate will be,
Till, when shades are past and day’s dawned,
We shall sing eternally, Chories :
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Biography ¢ Achille P. Bragers (1887-1955)

ON MAY 29th OF THIS YEAR, AcuiLLe P.
Bracers died in New York City of a heart con-
dition. With his passing, Church musicians and
the work of the church music apostolate have suf-
fered a great loss. As organist, teacher, composer,
counsellor, and friend, Achille Bragers helped to
shape the careers in church music of countless or-
ganists in the United States. His quiet and un-
flagging devotion to his vocation in the field of
church music was and will be a source of inspira-
tion and encouragement to all who came in con-
tact with him personally or through the medium
of his published works.

In the picture shown on this page Mr. Bragers
is receiving the Catholic Choirmaster’s Liturgical
Music Award given him by the Society of Saint
Gregory on March 12th, 1951, the Feast of Saint
Gregory. His EMINENCE, Francis CARDINAL
SpeLLMAN of New York made the presentation.
With His Eminence and Mr. Bragers is shown
Rev. Joun C. SELNER, S.S., President of the So-
ciety of Saint Gregory. This award, presented
shortly after the announcement of his retirement,
was the last distinction to come to Mr. Bragers
during his life.

Achille Bragers was born on Saint Valentine’s
Day, 1887, in a small town near Brussels, Belgium.
At the age of 15 he accepted the post of organist
in his native village. In 1907 he graduated from
the Lemmens Institute at Malines which was then
under the direction of Epcar TiNerL. The same
year he moved to America and became organist
and choirmaster at the Cathedral in Covington,
Kentucky, where he worked for some three years.
In 1918 he became a naturalized citizen of this
country and in 1922 he was invited by MoTHER
Georcia STeEVENS, R.S.C.J., to become a mem-
ber of the faculty of the then newly-formed Pius
Tenth School of Liturgical Music at Manhattan-
ville College of the Sacred Heart in New York.
At this institution for the next quarter of a century
and more he dedicated himself to a work that was
to be the most fruitful of his career.

The start of Mr. Bragers' tenure at the Pius
Tenth School marked the beginning of his spe-

Cardinal Spellman, Father Selner and Mr. Bragers

cialization in the field of Gregorian Chant accom-
paniment. The skills which he himself acquired
in this phase of his professional life he passed on
to the many students who came to the school for
instruction. His method of accompanying the
chant has been preserved in a book on the subject
which is widely used as a teaching manual. What
is perhaps more significant than his class and
private teaching of chant accompaniments from
the point of view of the number of people who
have been helped by his contributions is his list of
published chant accompaniments (See list be-
low.) The volume and quality of these are un-
matched. In the aggregate they have helped to
make the singing of Gregorian Chant acceptable
and functional wnere otherwise chant might never
have been used at all and they have been instru-
mental in eliminating from general use the old
style romantic-type accompaniments that former-
ly were so harmful to the chant. If he had com-
pleted the Kyriale and Proper of the Time alone
his task would have been considered gigantic.
Before he died he completed all but 40 pages of
the Proper and Common of the Saints, the first
volume of which (Advent through June) will
appear in published form in November of this
year. The unfinished portions have been com-
pleted by former pupils of his.

Although his written accompaniments are wide-
ly used, admired and consistently provide a
prayerful background and support to the chant
melodies, these are but a faint reflection of the
mood of prayer which he himself through his or-
gan playing could produce during a liturgical ser-
vice. When he joined his skillful accompaniment
of the chants of a mass, for example, or of vespers,
with his inspired transitional improvisations, the
resulting total experience of the service became un-
forgettable.

His published compositions in a modern idiom,
though not nearly so numerous as those of chant,
are like his other works well-known and used.
Both the Reginae Pacis and Sacred Heart Masses
have appeared in several arrangements for differ-
ent _éo_mbinations of voices.

{ Achille Bragers’ imitators and pupils are many:
his friendship was precious. Musicians found him
a' keenly sensitive artist whose self-effacing work
was his prayer. His friends knew this too and in
addition loved him for the mild and gentle per-
son that he was, a true Christian soul at peace
with God.

May the choirs of angels sing in joy to welcome
thee
And with Lazarus who once was poor
May thou find eternal peace at last.
“In Paradisum”





