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thority frcdy exercises its jurisdiction in them." 13 With regard to 
the "jus asyli": Churches enjoy the right of asylum, which implies 
that c~iminals seeking refuge therein may, except in case of urgent 
necessity, not be taken out without the consent of the Ordinary or 
at least of the rector of the church.14 

6. A church does not lose its consecrauon or blessmg unless it is 
totally ~estroyed, or the larger part of the walls has collapsed, or 
the Ordinary has rurned the buildrng over to profane uses according 
to can. u87. It would be equivalent to destruction if the whole 
wall, apse, and roof had been removed. But a partial repair, say, of 
~wo-fifths of the wall_s, would not require reconsecration. Thus, e.g., 
1f the framework or 101sts of a church were consumed by fire, or the 
framework of the tower had fallen down upon the arch of the middle 
aisle and damaged the walls, rcconsecrauon would not be required. 
Even if the whole church is successivdy repaired, reconsecration is 
not requ_ired, provided each part repaired is smaller than the parts 
not repaired. Furth~rmore, although the whole plastering were re­
moved, toge~er with the crosses, and new plastering, stucco, or 
marble subsututed, no reconsecration would be necessary- but the 
crosses s~ould b_e painted anew or replaced by new ones. E~en if the 
church 1s considerably enlarged and interiorly embdlished with 
marble or stucco, as long as the old walls remain in the proportion 
of 3 to 2 or 5 to .no reconsecration is required, though the crosses 
must be renewed. " The law permits a dilapidated church, which is 
~fit for sacred use and has absolutely no funds from which repairs 
rrught b~ made, to be used for decent profane purposes by decree of 
the OrdJnary.10 

h7· ~eucr~llon-:--fo~merly called pollu110--is a moral violation of a 
c ~re bby diverung it from a sacred to a profane use. It is brought 
a d ut Y £?e f~llowmg acts, provided they are certain notorious 
an cornmmed ill the church itself to Wit: , , 

Homk~e; ' 
b) lnju_rious and serious shedding of blood; 
c) Impious or sordid use; 
11 Can. 116o. 
H C.n. 1179. 
IGQa.n. 1170. 
10 Con. 1187. 
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d) The burial of an infidd or one excommunicated by a declara­
tory or condemnatory sentence. 

The desecration of a church does not entail the desecration of the 
cemetery, even though the latter adjoins the church, and vice versa, 
desecration of the cemetery does not involve the desecration of the 
church. 17 

The consequences of desecration are twofold: cessation of divine 
services and necessity of reconciliation. Until reconciliation is ef­
fected, it would be unlawful to hold divine services in a desecrated 
church or to administer the Sacraments or bury the dead there. If 
the desecration happens during the Divine Offices, these must cease 
at once. Thus the canonical hours, or preaching, or any other func­
tion should immediately stop. If the desecration happens before the 
Canon of the Mass or after Communion, the Mass must be discon­
tinued. If it happens between the beginning of the Canon and Com­
munion, Mass must be continued until the "Corpus tuum." This rule 
is laid down in the Missal.18 

8. Reconciliation of a desecrated church must be performed as 
soon as possible, according to the rites described in the approved 
liturgical books. If the fact of desecration is doubtful, a provisional 
reconciliation (ad cautelam) may take place. The books referred to 
are the Roman Pontifical and the Ritual (tit. VIII, c. 28). It is an 
unfounded assumption that a church is reconciled if Mass was said 
therein after desecration. Hence, even in case Mass has been said 
in a desecrated church, formal reconciliation is required as a matter 
of necessity. When a church has been desecrated by the burial of an 
infidel or excommunicated person, the body must be removed be­
fore reconcilation, if it can be done without great inconvenience. 

Who is the minister of reconciliation depends on whether the 
church was consecrated or merely blessed. A blessed church may be 
reconciled by its rector or by any parish priest with the ( at least) 
presumed consent of the rector. The Ordinary of the diocese is en­
titled to reconcile consecrated churches of his own territory, no mat­
ter whether they belong to the secular clergy, or to non-exempt 
religious, or to laymen; and the higher superior of exempt religious 

17 Can. 1 I 72; cfr. our Commtntary, VI, 35 ff. 
18 Can. II 73. 
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can reconcile churches belonging to his Order. In cases of serious 
and urgent necessity, if the Ordinary cannot be reached, the rector 
of a consecrated church may reconcile it and inform the Ordinary 
of the fact afterwards. 

The mode of reconciliation is as follows: 10 A blessed church may 
be reconciled with ordinary Holy ,vater, whereas for a consecrated 
church water blessed according to the liturgical laws is required. 
However, not only bishops, but also priests who perform the act of 
reconciliation, may bless this water. The Roman Ritual states that 
a priest endowed with the faculty of reconciling a consecrated 
church (hence. also the . rector of the church in case of necessity) 
must wear am1ce, alb, cmcture, stole, and cope of white color. He 
must follow the rite prescribed in the Pontlficale, and consequently 
use water blessed by the bishop. If he blesses the water himself, he 
~us_t follow the Pont1ficale at the beginning of Pars II: "De Broe­
d1ct,one et lmposit1one Primani 1Ap1dis." After the water has been 
blessed, he is to proceed according to the formulary "De Ecclesiae 
et Coemeterii Reconci7iat,one," and follow the rubrics there given 
If :he desecrated church was only blessed, the priest vests as de~ 
scribed above, uses ordinary Holy \Vater (blessed, for instance, on 
Sunday be~o-~e _Mass), an~ _pr°<:eeds according to the Ritual, tit. 
VIII, c. 28. Rit11s Reconcil1and1 Ecclesiam Violatam." 

§ 2 • CONSECRATION OF ALTARS 

. The consecration of altars is, by law, performed by the same min­
ister who consecrates churches. In order that the Sacrifice of the 
Mass may be celebrated upon an altar it must be d 

din th · . • consecrate ac-
cor g to ~ liturgical laws; that is to say, if the altar is fixed, 
the whole of it must be consecrated. if it is port bl th 
F" • d al be • a c, c mcnsa. 

ixe tars may _consecrated even in a church which is mere! 
blessed, as a church is consecrated even if the al . y 
consecrated 20 Th y· .1 tar was not validly 

ti f • al e igi s ~ust also be observed before the consc-
cra o~ o an tar, as is evident from the Pontificate Romanum 

An IIDmovable altar loses its consecration if the table ( mensa) is 

~: C...n. 1174-11i7: Rit. Rom .• 1926. tit. Vlll ca 
c...n. 1199; S.R.C., Sept. 12, 1557, •d xv.'J p. 28 (ed. Pustct, p. 354 ff.). 

' une 17, 1843 (nn. 3059, 2862). 
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removed from its support, even for a single moment; but in this 
case the Ordinary may grant permission to a priest to reconsecrate 
the altar with the short rite and formula. Note that the support of a 
fixed altar is consecrated together with the table, as a whole, and, 
therefore, any removal, no matter for what reason, of the same from 
its support necessitates reconsecration.21 But if only the images, or 
titles, or ornaments are removed, whilst the support and mensa re­
main united, reconsecration is not rcquircd. 22 

A fixed as well as a portable altar loses its consecration: ( 1) By a 
fracture which is regarded as very considerable by reason either of 
the break itself or of the anointed places; (2) If the relics arc re­
moved, or the lid of the sepulchre is broken or removed, unless it 
be done by the bishop or his delegate for the purpose of fastening, 
repairing, or replacing it, or for the purpose of inspecting the relics. 
The Code adopts the decision of the S.R.C. concerning the meaning 
of "fractura enormis." 23 Two reasons determine the character of a 
fracture: its extent and the place where it occurs. If the mensa itself 
were split into two, three, or four pieces, especially if it touched the 
sepulchre, the fracture would be "enormous" in the sense of the 
law.2 • If an anointed corner or cross were cracked, the fissure would 
be sufficient to require reconsecration,26 provided, of course, that the 
cross itself were damaged. The mere breaking of the seal attached 
to the reliquary of the sepulchre would not necessitate reconsecra­
tion.26 If the removal of the stone covering the sepulchre is doubtful, 
reconsecration must take place, but the S. Congregation, upon re­
quest, may grant the use of the short formula. 27 If the stone cover­
ing the reliquary was loosened, but the sepulchre was not laid bare, 
and the sacristan (lay brother) applied lime or cement to fasten it, 
the consecration is not lost.28 But if a priest would open the sepul­
chre and close it again, the consecration would be lost,29 unless he 

21 S.R.C., May 15, 1819 (o. 2599), ,t pltiriCJ. 
22 S.R.C., July 7, 1759 (n. 2450). 
23 Cao. 1200; S.R.C., Oct. 6, 1837 (n. 2777). 
•• S.R.C., June 23, 1879 (o. 3497). 
25 S.R.C., Oct. 6, 1837 (n. 2777). 
28 S.R.C., Dc:c. 5, 1851, n. I (n. 2991). 
21 S.R.C., May 18, 1883 (o. 3575). 
28 S.R.C., Sept. 30, 1875 (n. 3379). 
,n S.R.C., Aug. 31, 1857, ad V. (n. 3162). 
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were the pastor acting in the name of the bishop, as his delegate, 
for the purpose of fastening, or repairing, or replacing the lid of the 
sepulchre, or of inspecting it. In that case, the consecration would 
not be lost. Howe,·cr, the fact of delegation would have to be e..x­
prcsscd, either habitually or per mod11m actu,. A slight fracture 
of the cover of_ the se~ulchre does not involve desecration and any 
priest may fill It up with cement. The desecration of a church does 
not involve desecration of either its fixed or ponable altars, and con­
versely. Thus, if soldiers had desecrated a church, but left the altars 
untouched, the latter would not need reconsecration.30 

Title, of altar,. Like the church itself, so also each fixed altar 
must have its own title. The principal title of the main altar must 
be the same as that of the church. For instance, if the church is dedi­
cated to the Immaculate Conception, this must also be the title of 
the high altar. Besides, the altar may also bear the name of a Saint 
e: g., St. Columbkill. With the permission of the Ordinary,a1 th~ 
title of a portable altar may be changed, but not the title of a fixed 
~tar. The latter_ change requires a papal indult.3!! Thus, for instance, 
if a new rel1g1ous congregation obtains a church that formerlv 
belonged to a_n Order, the old title of the altar or church, respectively, 
must be_ retained tor the main altar, if it is a fixed one, and even 
for the side altars, if fixed, although a new title or image, e.g., that of 
the founder of t!1e congregation, may also be placed there.33 Altars 
~ay not be dedicated to "bcati" without an Apostolic indult, even 
!,n chur:~es and oratories for which the Office and Mass of the resp. 
Beat11, have been granted Thi I b" d al . . • s aw 10 s so exempt re!tgious 

who are, therefore, not allowed to erect an altar in honor of ~ 
Blessed of the1r Order without a papal indult.a• 

No frofanation allot11ed. Immovable as well as portable alt 
exclus1 d d £ d" ars are 
N v y reserve or ivme service. Profane uses arc prohibited. 

o corpses are to be ent rob d L._ th th 
b • d . 0 e ucnea e altar· if corpses are 

uric near it, a space of at least one metre must ~tcrvene, other-

:: S.R.C., March 3, 1821 (o. 2612 ). 

•• The Or~ for acmp1 rdigiow u their maor . 
•• S.R.C., Nov. 10, 1906 •d UI o. 4191). 1 supcnor. 
i• S.R.C., Aug. 27, 1836, ad V, VU (o. 2752) 

Can. 1201; S.R.C., Apr. 17, i66o (n. IISG). 
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wise Mass may not be celebrated on the altar till the body is re­
moved. The custom of leaving the altar covering rolled up on a stick 
011 the altar dunng Mass 1s forbiddcn. 36 It is also forbidden to say 
Mass on an altar that is too near the tomb or grave which contains 
the corpse or body of a person not canonized or beatified. The dis­
tance of one metre (39 inches) must be taken in the full, though 
not strictly in the mathematical sense,36 and the dimensions arc to 
be measured in every direction-height, length, and width, includ­
ing the predella.37 1£ the altar is separated from the tomb by a stone 
chamber, although the distance is less than one metre, Mass may 
be said.88 This distance must be observed also in cemeteries, vaults, 
and subterranean chapels, no matter whether they belong to religious 
or seculars.38 Removal is necessary if morally possible. The S. Con­
gregations have permitted bodies to remain if the removal could not 
be effected except with great difficulty.40 One decision reads: "If it 
can be conveniently done." 41 Piety and expense should also be 
taken into consideration. 

There are two short formularies in the Roman Ritual which may 
be used to reconsecrate altars that have lost their consecration: ( 1) 
Io case the table (mensa) is removed from its support, even if only 
for a moment, and (2) in case the altar has lost its consecration on 
account of a fracture or removal of rdics. 42 

§ 3• BLESSING OF CElliETERIES 

In ancient times burial places were located outside the cities. 
However as the death of a Christian has less of terror and more of 
hope, when pagan notions receded and the triumph of the Cross 
was generally acknowledged, the faithful began to build their 
burial places around the churches. Though sown in corruption, the 

•• Can. 1202; S.R.C., June 2, 1883, ad II (n. 3576). 
•• S.R.C., Jao. 12, 1897, ad ll; Aug. 3, 1901 (no. 3944, 4082). 
11 S.R.C., Feb. 13, 1666, n. 5; July 7, 1766 (nn. 1333, 2479). 
1s S.R.C., July 27, 1878, ad II; July 18, 1902 (on. 3460, 4100). 
10 S.R.C., Sept. 28, t 872; Apr. 21, 1873 (on. 3283, 3294). 
•o S.C.P.F., Nov. 22, 1790, ad 3 (Coll., n. 603). .. 
u S.R.C., Apr. 2, 1875 (n. 3339): "si commode fi~ri potest. .. 
•• Rit. Rom., Appendix, "De Coosccrallonc ahanum asecratorum (ed. Pus1e1, 

1926, p. 521 If.); sec The Pastor, pp. 311 If. 
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bodies were expected to rise in incorruption, and thus be united 
to the First-born of those who rise from death.48 Immortality of 
the soul buried in Christ through Baptism and Resurrection with 
Christ is the keynote of the Christian burial and cemetery. 

Although no special formularies for the blessing of cemeteries 
are found in the Sacramentaries, mention thereof is made by Gregory 
of Tours in the sixth century. Yet as latdy as the thirteenth century 
it was believed by some that the cemetery was blessed by the con­
secration of the church.H The ceremony of blessing a special plot 
set aside for burial purposes is perhaps a reminder of the old pagan 
custom of priests dedicating a place in the darkness of the night 
with the aid of lamps.4j The idea of light is emphasized by the use 
of candles prescribed by the Pontificaie as wdl as by the Ritual.46 

The latter prescribes one wooden cross, of a man's height, to be 
placed in the middle of the cemetery. Before the cross there must be 
set into the ground a triple wooden stand of about a foot and a half, 
on which three candles are to be set. The priest who blesses the 
cemetery as a ddegate of the Ordinary vests in amice, alb, cincture, 
white stole, and cope. Clerics or acolytes carry the Holy Water, the 
censer, the ritual, and three candles. The ceremony is performed 
in the cemetery according to the Roman Ritual. 

The Code says: 
I. The Catholic Church has the right to possess her own ceme­

teries. -yvhe~e this right has been violated and there is no hope of 
recovering 1t, the local Ordinaries shall take care that the civil 
cemeteries are blessed, provided the majority of persons buried 
there belong to the Catholic faith, or at least that Catholics are 
granted a separate space, which should be blessed. If not even that 
much can be obtained, then the single graves must be blessed ac­
cording to the liturgical books.41 

2 • The bodies of tl'.e faithful must be buried in a cemetery which 
may be solemnly or simply blessed according to the ritual books. The 

fO l Cor, XV, 42 ff. 
•• Th:tlhofer, /, c., I, 718. 
•• Die Betende Kirch,, p. 564 f. 
•• Pont. Rom .. P. II, "De cocmecerii bc,ned' • ., ( d 

Rit. Rom., til. vm, cap. 29 (ed. Puscec 1926 1Ct1one 
8 

ffe ). Pustet, 1888, pp. 136 ff.); 
4T Can. 1206. ' ' pp. 35 •• 
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solemn blessing, as contained in the Roman Pontifical, can be im­
parted only by the Ordinary of the diocese; the simple blessing may 
be imparted by the local Ordinary, if the cemetery belongs to the 
secular or non-exempt religious clergy, and he may delegate any 
priest for this function. If the cemetery belongs to exempt religious, 
the major superior or his delegate is the competent minister. 

The cemetery must not be considered as blessed merely because 
the adjoining church was blessed. These two blessings are entirdy 
different rites. If the whole cemetery was blessed, it is not necessary 
that the single graves be blessed again, and therefore the "Benedictio 
tumuli" under the rubric, "When they have reached the grave, the 
priest shall bless it if it is not already blessed," should be omitted. 

No bodies shall be entombed in churches except-if the civil laws 
permit-the bodies of resident bishops, prelates, and abbots nullius, 
which may be buried in their own church. The same privilege is 
accorded to the Roman Pontiff, to royal personages, and to car­
dinals; but not to priests.48 

3. Each parish should have its oivn cemetery, unless the local 
Ordinary assigns a common cemetery to several parishes. Exempt 
religious may have their own cemetery, distinct from the common 
cemetery of the faithful. The Ordinary of the diocese may permit 
other corporations and private families to have their own burial 
places separate from the common one and blessed like a cemctery.49 

Every cemetery shall be properly enclosed and carefully guarded. 
The local Ordinaries, pastors and superiors whom it concerns, shall 
take care that the inscriptions on the tombstones and the character 
of the monuments is in keeping with Catholic faith and piety. 

Besides the cemetery, or that part of it which is blessed, there 
should be a special plot, properly enclosed and guarded, to serve as 
burial-place for those who arc denied ecclesiastical sepulturc. 56 

5. Priests and clerics should, if possible, have a special burial place, 
located in a more prominent part of the cemetery; the priests' lot 
should, if it can conveniently be done, be distinguished from that of 
the lower clerics. 

•• Can. 1205; S.C.C., Dec. 10, 1927 (A. Ap. S., XX, 261 If.) 
•• Can. 1208. 

~0 Can. 12.12. 
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The burial place of infants should be sep:irated from that of 
adults. There 1s also a special me for the burial of infants. Exempt 
religious, too, 1f they have plots for dective burial in their ceme­
teries, should set apart lots for the burial of children. 51 

§ 4• BLESSING OF BELLS 

Bells came into use about the sixth century, to call the faithful to 
divine service and the Eucharisuc banquet, to ward off evil, and to 
bring down divine blessings upon the people. But the special formu­
lary used for this purpose is of a later date. There are two such 
blessmgs, one pontifical, the other rirual.5~ 

The Code says: (1) It is becoming that every church should have 
bells, by which the faithful may be called to the divine service and 
other liturgical acts. (2) Church bdls must be either consecrated or 
blessed according to the rites prescribed in the approved liturgical 
books. The formula of consccratzon is found in the Pontifica/e Ro­
manum. It should be used for bells of consecrated churches. The 
consecration of bdls is reserved to the local Ordinary, and delega­
tion to a simple priest can be given only by the Holy See. If the con­
secration is performed on several bells, the washings and anointings 
are made "per modum unius" during the recitation of the Psalms. 
The water must be blessed for each function but not for each bell 
if several are consecrated at once. If delegatio~ was received for on~ 
bell only, and there are several, delegation for the others may be 
presumed._ lf, for some reason, there is no water blessed by the 
bishop ~vailable, the delegated priest may, in case of necessity, bless 
water himself. One delegated to consecrate bells must strictly follow 
the Ponttficalc; he must not omit the anoiotings or mutilate or 
change _the for~ula, and he must employ a deacon. There is no 
law which forbids the consecration of bells made of pure iron or 
steel.63 

The ritual blessing of bells is intended for churches and chapels, 
01 Can. 1209. 

o: Di, Beunde Ki"he, p. 78. 
u Can. 1169; S. RiL C., Jan 22 1908· A riJ 68 J 

becoming that the bi,hop dm~d i~ n ~ P • 19, 1 7: ul.y 16, 1594 (it is not 
bells which cannot be t2kcn down)· Ap~I tilical

8
r
8
obcs( should chmb • ladder to bless 

• 14, 1 5 no.4211, 1781, 52 , 363o). 
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and for this function the local Ordinary or exempt religious superior 
may delegate any priest without recourse to the Holy See.G• 

§ 5• BLESSING OF HOLY OILS 

At the chrismal Mass on the Thursday of Holy Week the holy 
oils were consecrated for use in the ceremony of initiation.G5 The 
oil for the sick was blessed towards the end of the Canon. T~e 
consecration of the larger vessels containing chrism or fragrant 011, 
and pure oil, took place after the Communion of _the ~op~. Each 
ceremony was performed by breathing upon the oil, '_Y1th signs_ of 
the cross and special prayers 66 to indicate the symbolical meamng 
of the Holy Oils. The "oleum catechumenorum" was inten~ed_ to 
serve for the purification of mind and body, a pre~aratory .~no1~t1ng 
for the athlete of Christ. Chrism pointed to Chnst, the anomted 

51 Th • • one," and conferred cdestial charismata or graces. . e 11~pos1~g 
ceremony to be performed in the cathedral churches is described rn 
the Pontificalc. No less than twelve priests, seven deacons, and seven 
subdeacons-if possible-should assist. At the "Per quern o~oia" th_e 
blessing begins with that of the oil of the sick and ends with the oil 
of the catechumens, to be used for Baptism.58 

§ 6. BLESSING OF CANDLES AND ASHES 

The early Roman liturgical documents do not mention any spec~al 
blessing of candles. The first mention of this ceremony occurs in 

the Ordo of Benedict the Canon in the first half of the twelfth cen­
tury; but even then this blessing did not belong e_xclusivcly ~o the 
feast of Candlemas, since blessed candles are mentioned also m ~e 
other three solemn processions for the feast of our Lady. Cenc10 
Camerarius, the author of the "Ordo Romanus XII," relates ~at, 
in the time of Honorius III (1216-1226), the Pope on the mornmg 
of this feast repaired with the cardinals to St. M~tina, and, h_aving 
sung the Office of Terce, distributed candles which had previously 

• • Rit. Rom., App. o. 7 (ed. Punet, p. 655 f.). 
•• Duchesne-McClure, I. c., p. 305. 
•• The Gclasian Sacramentary. 
•1 Dte Betende Kirche, pp. 260, 331. 
os Pont. Rom., p. Ill (ed. Pustet, p. 4 t ff.). 
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been blessed by the youngest of the cardinal priests, from a throne 
erected in the open air on the Sacra Via before the door of th 
basilica.30 e 

. The ri~ual for ~e blessing of candles on February 2 is set forth 
~n the Missal and m the Memonale of Benedict XIII. The ceremonial 
1s ~e same as that for the. blessing of palms. Concerning the pro­
CCSSlon, enough has been said above.60 There is also a short formula 
for blessing candles in case the supply blessed on February 2 gives 
Out.GI 

?n Ash Wednesday ashes are blessed and laid on the head of the 
faithful. 1:h~ ceremony is full of significance as creating the proper 
L:nten spmt. The day was also called "in capire jejunii." In the 
nm~ century the imposition of the ashes was still a separate peni­
ten~ial cerern~ny, not in any way connected with the Eucharistic 
station. The nte was more devdoped in the twelfth century, as we 
see from the Ordo Romanus of Benedict.s2 

The ceremoni~ are the same as for the blessing of candles, ex­
~ept that there 1s no procession. The distribution of ashes is per­
. ormed by the cdebrant, who, if no other priest is present silently 
II~poses ash~ u~n his own head,63 and then distributes it to the 
~thful, placmg It, not on the forehead, but on the top of the head. 

homen who wear a hat and Sisters who wear a veil receive the 
;~: on the hattdr. ve~b-1:he S. Congregation has admitted as law-
. e custo~ o istn utmg the blessed ashes on the First Sunda 
m Lem, provided, however, that the blessing has be f dy 
on Ash Wedoesd In th en per orme 
First Sunda f ~ 'that case the ashes may be distributed on the 

W ill Yd O t, CJ er after Mass or outside of Mass 64 
e w a d a few decisions of th s Co • 

ing the blessing of h di e same • ngregation concern-
perform this hies . as :• can es, and palms: (a) The right to 

sing oes not bdong to the strict! y parochial 

:; Scbwtcr, /. c., III, 399. 
o Title JV, on_ proccuioru, p. 389 ff 

l Rll. Rom., Ut. VIJI Clp (td p. 
•• Scbw,er, /. c. n ~8 f: ~ S wtet, 1926, p. 318). 

capttt Q11adrag,ri,;,ae,' and ·::,,vcJngac;,,i~,/tliJ, 1,6. (ed •. Wilson, p. r5) mentions the 
ashes no~ • special blessing of the same· e air sh1rt, etc., but no imposition of 
/. ~111rg,,.JViu., 'fl, 346 l. • see Duchesne-McClure, /. c., p. 438; fahrb. 

Mcmonal, Rit1111m Bend XI/I ed B 
•• S.R.C., June 30, 1922 (,,i' Ap s xi' v"'Un, 1923, p. 43. 

• • ., ' 471), 
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rights; 00 (b) The celebrant must perform the blessing, which rule 
also binds titular bishops; 00 ( c) It is obligatory in all collegiate 
churches and may be performed iri other churches.67 

§ 7• BLESSING OP VESTMENTS 

In the first title the chalice, paten, etc., were mentioned as utensils 
which are to be consecrated or blessed. Here we deal with the bless­
ing of vestments only. The vestments which must be blessed, are: 
amices, albs, cinctures, maniples, stoles, and chasubles; also such 
accessories as corporals, palls, and altar cloths.08 Some liturgists 
hold tl1at tunicellae, dalmatics, and copes must also be blessed.09 

However, there is no special formulary to be found in the liturgical 
books for blessing these objects. Therefore, unless we assume they 
are included in the "Benedictio sacerdotalium indumentorum," 7 0 

there is no strict obligation. But the sacerdotal vestments mentioned 
need a special blessing. Therefore, if a priest should, in good faith, 
wear unblessed vestments, they would not become blessed by the 
mere fact of his wearing them at Mass.71 Priests who are allowed to 
bless sacred vestments and linens must use the formula given in the 
Roman Ritual, and are not allowed to use the Pontifical for single 
pieces.72 Pall and corporal should be blessed together, and if only 
one of them is blessed, the formula prescribed in the Roman Ritual 
should be used.73 The Code 74 plainly states by whom these vest­
ments may be blessed, viz.: (r) By cardinals and all bishops (hence 
also titular bishops); (2) By local Ordinaries not endowed with 
the episcopal character, for churches and oratories of their territory; 
(3) By pastors for the churches and oratories situated within their 
parishes, and the rectors of churches for their own churches; (4) 

65 S.R.C., n. 2123, ad 5; see Can. 462. Therefore, an assistant, a curate, a rector or 3. 

chaplain may perform it. 
•• S.R.C., Sept. 1, 1838, ad Il: May 9, 1893, ad fl (nn. 2783, 3798). 
01 S.R.C., Nov. 21, 1893, ad I (n. 3813). 
os Rub. Gen., tit. XX; Ri111s Ce/eh., tit. I, nn. 1 and 2. 
69 Vcocroni, /. c., p. 208. 
70 Ri111ale Rom., tit. Vlll, n. 20 (ed. Pustet 1926, p. 335). 
71 S.R.C., Aug. 31, 1867, ad VII (n. 3162). 
72 S.R.C., March r6, 1876; Dec. 2, 1881, ad I {on. 3392, 3533) . 
73 S.R.C., Sept. 4, 1880 (n. 3524); Rit. Rom., tit. VUl, c. 22. 
H Can, 1305. 
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By priests ddegated by the local Ordinary, within the limits of their 
ddegation and the jurisdiction of the "delegans;" (5) By rdigious 
superiors and by priests of the same inst_itute delegated by these 
superiors for their own churches and oratories, and those of the nuns 
subject to them. 

ote that the churches of religious must be their own, and become 
their own only by full incorporation, according to can. 452, § 1. 

Concerning the moniales or nuns, this term is to be ta.ken in the 
strict sense and, therefore, Sisters are not included.•~ 

The blessing is Ion if the blessed articles are so badly damaged or 
altered that they lose their form and become unfit to serve their 
proper purpose. Thus, if the sleeves are entirely torn from an alb, 
or if a maniple goes to pieces, the blessing is lost. On the other hand, 
if patches or repairs are made on the chasuble gradually, so that 
each time the greater part of the old chasuble remains, the blessing 
is not lost. It is lost if a sacred vestment is used for indecorous 
purposes or exposed for public sale.76 An indecorous purpose would 
be, e.g., the use of a vestment for theatrical representations, or 
heretical services.77 

§ 8. BLESSrNG OF WATER 

Water is the most necessary element for daily use. But it also con­
veys the idea of destruction. Therefore, from time immemorial, 
water was blessed not only for private use, but also for liturgical 
purposes. The Gelasian Sacramentary contains a formula for bless­
ing water to be sprinkled in the house.rs Liturgically blessed water 
is used in the dedication of churches 79 and bells. Holy water is 
used for almost every blessing in the liturgy. Salt is mixed with it, 
because salt' is supposed to be a preservative against infection and 
contagion. Its reference to baptismal holiness is obvious.so 

75 Sec our Commentary, VJ. 283. 
1

• Can. 1305; Vencroni, I. c., pp. 208 £. 
• 

77 
Unless, perhaps, charity would demand their loan to a non-Catholic dcnomina­

noo. 
:: Gd. Sac., TI!, 75 (ed. Wilson, p. 285), the ,•cry same which is now used. 
. Thu " called Gr<gorun w.ccr, because mentioned by St. Gregory the Great. 

Di, Bcundc Kirchc, p. 15. I. 
•• Die B<tmdc Kird1c, pp. 488 £. 
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The Ritual says that the priest, dressed in surplice and stole, 
should bless water every Sunday, or whenever it is necessary.81 

To complete the subject we will summarize what the Code pre­
scribes concerning Sacramentals, for most of it has entered the Ro­
man Ritual. 8~ 

1. No one who lacks the episcopal character can validly perform 
consecrations, unless he is allowed to do so by law or in virtue of 
an Apostolic indult. A consecration is a blessing accompanied by 
anointing with holy oil, e.g., of a church, an altar, a chalice and 
paten, a bell, etc. To perform such a consecration validly, requires 
either the episcopal character, or a grant by law or papal indult. All 
bishops may validly consecrate the objects mentioned above; but a 
titular bishop needs the permission or consent of the local Ordinary. 
Cardinals may consecrate churches, altars, and sacred vessels any­
where, with the consent of the local Ordinary. The same rule applies 
to vicars and prefects Apostolic, even though they are not conse­
crated bishops, as well as to proprefects and provicars, who may con­
secrate chalices, patens, and portable altars within the boundaries 
of their territory and during their term of office. By law, finally, 
abbots and prelates nullius may consecrate sacred vessels, churches, 
and altars, portable as well as immovable. By Apostolic indult all 
those may consecrate who have obtained the privilege directly and 
not by way of communication. 83 

2. Any priest may perform blessings which are not reserved to the 
Roman Pontiff, to the bishop, or to others. The blessing given by a 
priest, if given without the necessary permission, is illicit, but valid, 
unless the Apostolic See has added an invalidating clause to the 
reservation. Blessings reserved to the Pope are: those of the pallium, 
the Agnus Dei, the Golden Rose, and the swords of princes. Bless­
ings reserved to bishops are: the blessing of abbots, the consecration 
of virgins, the blessing of holy oils and chrism, the dedication of 
churches, the consecration of altars and sacred vessels (not vest­
ments), the blessing of bells. These are properly called reserved . 
Blessmgs reserved to others are those reserved to the pastor, as stated 

"' RJr. Rom., tit. vm, cap. 2 (ed. Pustet, 1926, p. 315). 
8Z Ibid., cap. 1 (ed. dt., pp. 313 f.). 
83 Can. 1147 § 1; ~e our Commentary, Vol. IV, pp. 561 f. 
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m can. 462. Blessings reserved to religious Orders and congrega. 
tions arc those cont:uned m the appendix to the "ed1tio typica" of 
the Roman Ritual. Toe rescr\'ed are the blessings menuoned m 
the same Rttual under tit. \'III, c. 1-19, and in the appendix under 
"Benedicttoncs Ton Rcser.atae." Any priest may give these. 

Obscr.·e that neither bishops nor vicars-general are entitled co 
grant faculties to priests to impan all the blessings described as re­
served in the Rom:m Ritual, :ind in which no anointment is em­
ployed. This would exceed their ordrnary and customary power. Nor 
may b1Shops, without an Apostolic mdult, impart or ddegatc to 
other priests the power to give the blessings reserved to religious 
Orders. The clause ··de consensu tamen Ordrnarii loci" necessitates 
the ( at least) presumed consent of the Ordinary for the licit use 
of the facultics.84 If the words "de consensu Ordinarii" are found 
in the rcscript without the addition ''loci," the consent of the reli­
gious superiors is sufficient, provided the faculty is to be used only 
for the convent, not for a public church or public oratory. 

Deacons and lcctors may validly and licitly perform only such 
blcssmgs as arc allowed them by law. \Vhen a deacon confers solemn 
Baptism, he is not allowed to bless the salt and water. Hence, these 
must be blessed for the purpose by the pastor or another priest. es 

3· In blessing or admzn,stenng Sacramentals, the rites approved 
?Y the Church must be carefully observed. Consecrations and bless­
~ngs, those called constitutive as well as those called invocativc, are 
mvalid if the formulas prescribed by the Church have not been 
employed. Co_nstituttve consecrations or blessmgs are those by which 
persons or obiccts are dedicated to the ministry or service of God or 
:eligion,_ and bec~me permanently separated from profane use, hav­
mg received, as tt were, a higher or sacred existence. Thus, for in­
srnn~e, persons become sacred by a blessing, as abbots and consecrated 
vugrns; material objects, such as churches, chalices, and cemeteries, be-

fa
come sacred by ~mg blessed and withdrawn from common or pro-

ne use. Invocauve blcssm°" • d d 
o· are wten e to confer a spintual or tern-

.. G. Mich,cls, O.M.C., Norm~ GrncriJl,s I C 
the ground of a dccrtt of the s. C. lndul 

1
11111 anonin, II, 208, justly holds, on 

scn1u Ordi~n1," 3.5 ;ilso .. pn\·~nm a.orw:·:. uoc 1 ◄• r901, that_ the clause, "de con• 
hen use only ' n a merely perceptive one, vi: .• for the 

80 C.W. 1147, § zf. 
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poral favor, through the bounty of God, upon persons or objects, 
without, however, changmg their condition or natural state. Thus, 
e.g., the nupual blessing is given to a bride, mothers are "churched," 
machines, ships, etc., are blessed, and so forth. 

For most o( these blessings the Church has prescribed certain 
rites or formulas, which are contained in the Roman Ritual and 
should be carefully and accurately followed, without any admixture 
of ceremonies or the use of unsuitable objects. Stole and surplice are 
prescribed for most of these blessings. Those who have the privilege 
of wearing the rochette may use it, together with the surplice and 
stole. The priest who imparts the general absolution to secular 
Tertiaries-and we suppose also to oblates of St. Benedict-must use 
the purple stole. 80 

4. Blessings are bestowed chiefly upon Catholics; but they may 
also be given to catechurnens, and, unless the Church expressly 
prohibits it, to non-Catholics in order to obtain for them the light of 
faith, or, together with it, the gift of bodily health. 87 

5. Objects consecrated or blessed by a constitutive blessing should 
be treated reverently, and not be used for profane or foreign pur­
poses, even though they are in the possession of lay persons.88 

The latest decision concerning Abbots or Prelates nul/ius reads: 
"The right of consecrating churches and immovable altars is strictly 
limited to their own territory, so that these prelates cannot validly 
consecrate such things in another diocese, even with the consent of 
the latter's Ordinary" (can. 323). Commissio Pont., Jan. 29, 1931 
(A. Ap. S., XXIII, 110). 

8• Can. 1148. 
87 Con. 1149. 
88 Can. 1150. 
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consecration of, 410 f.; annivcrs.ary, 
280, 295, 304, 417 

Blessed Sacrament, Aspcrges before, 220; 
cult of, 326 ff.; Mass before, 268 ff.; 
Oration of, 305; Vespers before, 165 f. 

Blessing, of Ashes and Candles, 445; of 
bells, 444; of cemeteries, 441 ff.; of 
churches, 433 f.; of Holy Oils, 445; 
loss of, 448; mioister of, 449 f.; of 
palms, 350 ff.; rtght of, 435; of reader, 
138; of vestments, 447 

Brass band, 392 f. 
Bread, Altar, 191, 308 
Breviary, 12 f., 101 ff., 105 
Burial, 44 I f. 
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Burse, 49 
Byzantine style, 22 

"Caercmonialc Episcoporum," 11 f. 
"'Calcndac," 109 
Calendar, 27 f., 29, 108 If. 
Candlemas Day, 338; procasion, 392 
Candles, 36 f.; "Sancrus,·• 38: 21 ''Tcne-

brac," 168; •sticks, 36 
Canon, of !he ;>.uss, 207 If., 231 If. 
Canopy, 330 
Canticles, r 34 
"Capucium,"' 88 
Cardinab, 295, 297, 447 
Cards, Altar, 38 
Catafalque, 171 
Catcchumens. Baptism of, 401 f.; Mass 

of, 195 If. 
Calhcdral church, 275, 295, 434 
Celebrant, 220 If~ 242 If., 265 f~ 286 If., 

317 f., 333 If., 342, 392 f~ 357 If., 
36o If. 

"Cclebret, •· 1 84 
Cemetery, 292, 437, 441 If.; blessing of, 

441 f. 
Censer-bearer (thurifcr), 16o £~ 165, 249, 

254 f., 267 f., 271, 287, 330, 351 
Censers, 64 
Ceremonies, sec Mass, Sacraments, Ves-

pers 
Chalice, 44 f., 233 f. 
Changeable parts of ;>.hss, 298 If. 
Chant, 681£., 71 If., 331; chanters, 161, 

171 
Chapter, 145 
Chasuble, 53, 223 
Children, Baptism of, 404; Communion, 

312, 408 
Choir, 96, 268 
"Chorales;· 88, 96, 268 
Chrism, 407 
Christm:u, 76 
Church, 2, 6; blessing of, 433 If.; build­

ing of, 21 ff.; consecration of, 430 ff.; 
for funerals, 292; ran.k of, 23 

Ciborium, 46 f.; exposition with, 328 
Cincture, 52 

"Circumcisio Domina:· 76 
Class, of feasts, 113 f. 

DEX 

Clerics, at M. Cant.1ta, 265; obligation 
of Office, 173f. 

Cloths, Altar, 35 
Coadjutors, 418 
Collects, 138, 180, 196, 198 f. 
Color, of ,·cstmcnrs, 62 f., 330, 395 
Commemontions, 120 If., 302 If. 
"Communicantes," 208, 301 

C.Ommunion, .218, 312 ff.; daily, 312; 

lint, 312; to !he sick, 321 ff.; at Forty 
Hours' Devotion, 338 

Complinc, 133, 158; solemn, 166 
Concdcbntion, 185 
Conclusion, of hymns, 123, 141 f.; of 

prayers, 226 
Confession, 187: sec Penance 
Confessors' feast, 77 
Confirmation, 406 ff. 
uConJitcor,"' 158, 195,224, 244 f., 318 ff. 
Consecration, of alt.Ifs, 438 f.; bishops 

and popes, 304, 410; chalices, 46; 
churches, 430 ff.; defective, 308 £.; loss 
of, 436, 438 f.; of patcrtS, 46; virgins, 
397 

Convcnrual, churches, 183, 434; Mass, 
183, 274 f., 278 

Cope, 54 f., I 59 
Corporals, 48 
"Corpus Christi," feast, 76; procession, 

340 f. 
Covering of the head, 88 f., 271, 391 
Credence able, 242, 350 
Creed, 123, 146, 201 f., 227, 250, 282, 

299 f., 336, 402 f. 
Cremation, 427 
Cross, adoration of, 86, 347; of !he aim, 

35; mcttopolit.1n, 61; pectoral, 61; 
pulpit, 65; relics, 387 f.; signs of, 91, 
212. 222, 244; uncovering of, 361,367 

Cr02ier, 6o f. 
Cruets, 38 
Cult, of the Bl. Sacrament, 326 ff. 
Custom, 4 

Oalmatic, 52 
Days, 103, 109; for Mass, 189 f. 
Deacon, 202, 215, 220, 242 ff., 269, 288, 

319, 333, 342, 351 If., 366 ff., 377 If., 
409 f., 450 

INDEX 

Dea<l, Mass for the, 284 If.; Office of the, 
169 If. 

Dedication, 1 24 f., 430 If. 
Defects, in Mass, 307 If.; of ordination, 

4 I 4 ff. 
Desecration, 436 f. 
0 0ics dc::positionis:' 11obitus," 169, 290, 

294 
"Dignior chori," 161, 254, 353, 379 
Dimensions, 31, 34 
Dispensation from Office, 174 f. 
Distribution of ashes, 446; of H. Com-

munion, 313 f., 317 ff.; of palms, 351, 
353 

Divine Praises, 332 
'

1Dominus vobiscum," 199 
Doubles, of feasts, 113 f. 
Doxology, 75, 141; major, 198; solemn, 

215 
Dress, faurgical, 49 ff. 
"Ductus," 255; sec Ioccnsation 
"Dulia,'' 7 

East, turning to, 82 
Easter, Baptism, 401 f.; Candle, 37, 348 £., 

371 f., 378; Communion, 315; Sunday, 
75, 111, 320, 350 

"'Effeta," 403 
Elevation, 21 r, 234, 259 
Ember Days, 79 
0 Epactac," 110 £. 
Epiklcsis, 203, 208 £., 214 
Epiphany, 76 
Epistle, 196, 200, 226, 247 f., 299 
Eucharist, Holy, 177 ff. 
Excommunication, 6, 423 
Exequics, 427 ff. 
Exorcism, 402 f., 431 
Exposition, of H. Cross, 86, 347; rdics, 

387; Bl. Sacrament, 212, 328 ff. 
External solemnity, 279, 343 
Extreme Unction, 425 f. 
"Exultet,'' 348 f., 371 f. 
Eyes, rarnng of, 88 

Faithful, Mass of, 202 ff. 
Fano, 62 
Fast days, 79 f.; defect of, 308; Euchar­

istic, 187, 315 

Feast Days, 75 If., n2 ff. 
°Fcrmcntum," 216 

Fire, blessing of, 348, 370, 377 
Flowers, 40 

Font, baptismal, 373 f., 379 
"Fontes," of liturgy, 9 ff. 
Form, of Baptism, 405; of Confirmation, 

407; defects of, 310; of Orduution, 
415 f. 

Formularies of Mass, 294 
Forty Hours' Devotion, 327, 334 ff. 
11Fractio pan is," 216 £. 
Funerals, 426 ff. 
Furniture, church, 43 ff. 

Gallican books, 17 
Gdasian Sacramcntary, 15 
Gcnu8ections, 83 If., 98 f., 223, 227, 269, 

320 ff., 330 ff. 
"Gloria,"' 196 ff., 225, 246, 282, 298, 336 
Gloves, 55 
Gong, 63 
Good Friday, 317, 347, 360 ff. 
Gospd, 196, 226 f., 241, 248 f., 283, 299, 

302, 336 f. 
Gothic, style, 22; vestments, 50 

Gradualc, 17, 196, 299 
Gregorian Sacramcntary, 16 
Gregory, St., the Great, 105, 180, 209, 

215, 217 

"Hane igitur," 209, 301 

Handling sacred things, 49 
Hands, lifted, 90 f. 
"Haustus," 239 
Hebdomadarian, 150 ff. 
High Mass, 182 
Holy Saturday, 317, 348, 370 If. 
Holy Thursday, 27, 336, 346, 357 ff., 

403 f. 
Holy Weck, 26, 75; Office, 167 If.; rites, 

181; service, 345 ff. 
Homily, 196 
Host, consecrated, 191, 311 

Hours, 103; canonical, 129; "Forty," 
334 If.; Little, 131 £.; for saying Mass, 
189 f. 

"Humiliate," 319 



INDEX 

Hymru, u3, l ◄Of., 152 
'"Hypcrduli.t, .. 7 

"ldus," 109 
Images, 39 f., 386 £. 
Immunity, 435 f. 
Imposition, of hands, 407, 414 
::lmpropcria," 3}8• 367 
locamatus est, 249 f. 

Inccnsation, 94, 163 f., 204, 244 f., 2.19, 
252 ff. 

Incense, 64, 163, 371 
Inclinations, 86 f., 99 
"lndictiones," 109 
.. infra actioncm," .208 

Insignia, 5 7 
Insuumcnrs, at Ordination, 4 q £.; 

"Pacis," 26o 
Intention, for Mas., 188; for Oflicc, q8 
Introit, 195 f., 298 
lm·itatory, 151, 170 
"Ire l',fiua est," 219, 283, 302 
"ludica," (Ps. 42) 195, 224, 244, 298, 

357 

Jesus, name of, 2.26 £., 229, 238, 246 
Justin, SL, Apology, 14 

Key to tabernacle, 41 f. 
~iss,Hrurgical, 92 f., 165,217, 244 £., 270 

Kync cle1SOn," 72, 196 ff~ 225, 244 ff. 

Laoguagc, 193 
Latin, proounciation of, 150; liturgicaJ, 

193 
"Latria," 7 
Lauds, 130 f., 154 
Lcctionary, 17 
Lent, 75, 79 
LconincJ Sacrnmcntary, 15 
ussoru, 129, 136 f., 152, 171, 196, 200 
Light£, electric, gas, 37, 43; o[ tabernacle, 

42 . 
L!ghting, of candles, 37 f. 
Li~y of the Sam ts, 124, 197; proces­

sion, 334 ff., 375 f., 389 ff, 
"Lattc.ra," .. dominicalis.. no; "Marty. 

rologii," n 1 
1 

Little Oflicc B.V.M., 124 

Liturgy, defined, 1; division of, 8 f.; 
kinds of, 9 

Low ]'.us,, I 82, I 94 ff. 
"Luccrn:uium," 348 f. 
Lunula, 47 

M•gnificar, 134, 157, 162 f., 165, 170 f. 
M•ior fc3<1S, 1 12 f., H 8 f. 
"Mandarum," 359 
Mample, 58 
M:i.ntcllcrum, 55 
M:umgc, 4 18 ff. 
Mutyrology, q 
Martyrs' Acts, 137; feasts, 77 
?-ury, Bl. Virgin, fcosts of, 77; Oflicium 

P~r.'Um, 172 

Mass. application of, 188; "Cantata," 
264 If.; First, 417; Forty Hours', 335 If.; 
High, 240 If.; Hol>· Saturday, 380 f.; 
intention of, 188; Order of Low, 194 ff.; 
Prcsanctified, 347 f.; Requiem, 183 If.; 
sopcnds, 1 88 

Master of cc:rcmonics, 6o, 82, 163 If., 168, 
I?'· 221, 243 If., 287 f~ 353, 378, 393 

Manns, 129, 151 If.; for the Dcad, 171 
Mauer, of Baptism, 405; of Confirmation, 

407; defects of, 308; of Ordination, 
414 

Maundy Thursday, sec Holy Thursday 
"Memento," 208, ,, 4 
"Mcmorialc Riruum," of Benedict XllJ, 

l2, 351 If. 
Minisier, of Baptism, 406; of the Church, 

5 f.;. of Confirmation, 407; of Com­
muruon, 313 f.; of Extreme Unction 
426; of Ordina1ion, 412; of Pcnanc~ 

, 4_37 
~ ca.ntata," r83; "sicc.a," 184 
"~iissaJc Romanum," 11 , 1g 1 

Missal Stand, 38 
l',fiuc, 56 
Monsignori, 272 
Mozarabic Missal, r8, 180, 201, 203 
Mozzc11a, 55 
"M°;Dda cor mcum," 200, 226, 248 
Mus1t, Chur~b'. 68 ff.; a1 procession, 343; 

sec Bcncd1cuoo 

Ncums, 198 
"~obis quoquc," 214 f. 

INDEX 

Noc1urru, 153 f., 170 
0 Non:1e," 109 
None, 132, 1 56 f. 
"Nuoc dimittis," 133, 158, 166 
Nuptial Mass, 279, 419 f. 

O31h, 308 
Oblations, 202, 209 
Obligation, of saying Mass, 185; the 

Office, 173 If. 
Occurrence of feasts, 1 15 f. 
Octaves, n6, 120 ff., 301 

Offertory, 202 If., 228 f. 
Office, Divine, 81, 101 If.; of the Dcad, 

169 ff.; Holy Weck, 167 If.; obligation 
to rcci1c, 173 If. 

Oil, olive, 43, 407, 425; blessing of, 445 
"Oratio impcrata," 283 f., 295, 304 f., 

306 
Orations, 138, 282, 295, 302 If., 336 
Oratories, private, semipublic, 24 ff., 29 
Order, of £costs, 112 f.; processions, 391 f. 
Orders, Holy, 1, 5, 7, 408 If.; minor, 

409 If., 414 
Ordioatioo, 408 If. 
"Ordines Romani," 16 f. 
Organ 66 If. 
Ornaments of the altar, 35 If. 
Ostensorium, 47 

Palla, 48 
Pallium, 59 f. 
Palm Sunday, 338, 345, 350 ff. 
Panuchia, 301 

Parousia, 350 
Particles, 228, 232, 309, 317 If. 
Passion, 268, 355 
Pastor, as to blessings, 446 f.; funerals, 

428; liianies, 391 
Paten, 45 f.; for Communion, 318 
.. Pater nester," 217, 236 
Patrons, 124, 126 £. 
"Paupcres," 291 

•1>ax," 93 f., 260 f.; uvobis," 199 
Penance, 422 f. 
Pentecost, 7 5 
People, 5 f. 

"Pilcolus," sec Skullcap 
Pius, St., 105 f. 
Place, for burial, 427; Conlirmatioo, 407; 

incensing, 254; saying Mass, 190; Pen• 
ancc, 424; weddings, 421 f. 

"Pfancta plicata," 54, 247, 352 £., 392 
"Pluvialis1ac," 160 ff. 
Pontifical, Mass, 271 If.; insignia, 57 
1 'Pontificalc Romanum,'' I 1 

Pope, 9, 256, 417, 423, 449 
"Postcommunio," 218 £., 240 

Puycrs after Mass, 219, 262 f. 
Precedence, in offices, n6; in proccs• 

sioos, 391 
"Prcccs,'' 123, 132, 139, 154 
Precious Blood, 3 ll; sec Defects 
Predclla, 66 
Prcfoces, 181 f., 205 f., 230 f., 256, 282, 

300 f., 336, 374 
Prcla1es, as to inccnsation, 254 f.; lcgis• 

lation, 9; pontificals, 271 f., 451; sec 
Bishop, Superior 

Preparation for Missa cantata, 265; Mass, 
187; Vespers, 159 

Prcsanctified, Mass of, 347, 364 If., 368 
"Pridie," 211 

Priest, 184; burial of, 429; sec Celebrant 
Prime, 131, 155 £. 
Private) exposition, 328; Mass, 182, 282; 

oratories, 29; recitation, 173 
Privileged Mass, 279 
Procession, in general, 389 If.; with the 

Bl. Sacrnmcot, 327, 339 If., 343; on 
Good Friday, 363; on Holy Thursday, 
358; on Palm Sunday, 352, 354; order 
of, 391 f. 

Profanation, of altars, 440; churches, 
436 f. 

Profession, religious, 396 f. 
Prophesies, 225, 349, 373 
Propitiatory sacrifice, 8 
Prostrations, 83 
"Pro re gravi," 277, 283, 305 
"Pro sponsis," 279, 420 f. 
Psalms, 130, 134 f., 190 
Public, exposition, 329 f.; Mass, 182; re­

citation of Oflice, 150 If.; worship, 3, 
5; sec Oratories 

Pulpit, 65 



INDEX 

"Quam ob1ationcm;' 210 

"Quicuoquc," 146 

Rank, of chun:hcs, 23; fc:uts. tt2 ff.; 
OCUYCS, 12> ff. 

Recipient of H. Commuruon, 314 If. 
Reciting of Office, 148 ff. 
.Reconciliation, of churches, 437; pcni• 

tents, 422 ff. 
Regulars, 27, 58, 127, 390, 428, 435; 

sec Rdigious 
Rdics, 29, 33, 38, 300; at dedication, 

431; prnce'5ion with, 394 f.; ,encra­
tion of, 387 f. 

Religious, a.mice, 329; 
calcnd;ar, 27, 29, 
Chri>ti pro=sion, 
Mass, 1 go; votive, 
superior, 435, 448 

.Renaissance:, 22 
Reposition, 339, 344 
Reprobating clause, 4 

burial, 444, 448; 
108 If.; Corpus 

342; c.onvent\131 
280; sick, 324 f.; 

Requiem Masses, 183, 284 If~ 290 L 
Reservation, of blessings, 449 L; of H. 

Eucharist, 326; of siru, 423 f. 
Rcsponsories, 130, 144 f., 153 
Re,·crenccs, 83 ff., 170 
Ring, 6o, 325 
Rite, of Baptism, 404 f.; of H. Com­

munion, 314, 316; of Marriage, 419i 
of the Ma.u, 191 (q. v.); of Ordin:i-
tion, 413 

•'Ritualc Romanum," 10, 12 

Roche,, 52 
Rococo, 22 

Rogation lliys, 389 f., 393 £. 
Roman Rite, 1 So If. 
Romanesque an, 22 

Rosary, 8 
Rubrics, 3 £. 

Sacramentals, 449 f. 
Sacramentarics, 14 If. 
Sacraments, 1; in semipublic oratories, 25 
"Sacn supdla," 43 ff. 
Sacred Hean, devotion to, 328; feast of, 

76; Mass, 280 f. 
Sacrifice, cucharistic, 8 
Sacriscy, 159; sec Prepar.,tion 

Saints, veneration of, 388 £.; sec Relics 
SanctUary, 241; sec Prcparonon 
"Sanctus," 206 f., 256; sec Bdls 
Sandals, 55 
"Sc.bola cantorum," 412 
Scripture:, Holy, reading of, 136 
Scrutinies, 402 L 
Seasons, Holy, 75 ff.; Office, 112 
Scats, 65 
0 s«rct:1,' 1 

205, 230 

Seminarians, incensing of, 254 
Seminary chapels, 26 
Semipublic oratories, 25 f., 27, 292, 297 
&pulcbrc, of altar, 32 f.; Holy Weck, 

346 If., 358 If. 
Sequence, 200, 299 
Sermons, 334 f. 
Servers, 97 f.; sec Acolythes 
Scxt, 132, 156 £. 
Sick, Holy Communion to, 31 5, 321 If. 
Sign of the Cross, 91 
Si>tcrs, Benedictine, Franciscan, 28 
Sitting, a1 functions, 82 f. 
Skullcap (pilcolus), 57, 89, 192 
Species, sacred, 395 
Stllnding at functions, 8 t f. 
St2tioo lliys, 76, 345 f. 
Stations of the Cross, 8 
Stipends, 188 
Stipes, 32 
Stoic, 57 f.; sec "Planct:i plicata" 
Stone, for altar, 31 
Stripping of altars, 359 
"Subcinctorium," 62 
Subdcacon, 220, 242 ff., 269, 287, 333, 

342, 351 If., 366 ff., 377 ff., 409 f.; sec 
Orders, Ordiruition 

Subject of liturgy, 5 ff. 
Suffrages, 123, 140 
Superiors, rc.ligiow, 190; sec Religious, 

Prdatcs 
"Supra quac:," 214 
Surplice:, 52 
Swings, 95, 252 If. 
Synaxis, 31 

Tabernacle:, 40 If. 
Table, of altar, 31 
"Tc Dcum," 146 

INDEX 

"Tcncbrae," 167 II., 346 
Thanksgiving, after Mass, 205, 241; pro• 

cession of, 394 
Thcophoric procession, 340, 346 
Things Sacred, 20 If. 
Throne, for Bl. Sacrament, 330, 332 
Tiara, 56 
Tierce, 131, 156 f. 
Tune, for Communion, 315 ff.; Confir­

mation, 407: Dedication, 435; Office, 
148; Ordination, 413; Weddings, 419 f. 

'Iitlcs, of alrors, 440; churches, 125 
Tones, various, 70 f.; at Vespers, 159, 

164; Requiems, 283; Forty Hours', 338 
Tonsure, 409, 414 
Tract, 200 

Transfer of Feasts, II5, 117 ff. 
Trinicy, Blessed, 39, 76, 204 
"Trisagion," 348; sec Sanctus 
•vrropi,'' r98 
Tunicdla, 52 

"Undc ct mcmorcs," 213 f. 
Unwonby for Holy Communion, 315 

Veil of chalice, 48; at Communion, 324 
11Vclatlo," of virgins, 397 

HVcni Sanctc Spiritus," 248 
Versicles, 145 
Vespers, 132; of the Dcad, 170 f.; on 

Holy Saturday, 380 f.; on Holy Thurs­
day, 359; solemn, 159 ff. 

Vestments, 92 f., 242, 335, 447; sec 
Blessing 

Viaticum, 316 f. 
Vicars Apostolic, 449 
"Vidi aquam," 220 f.; sec Aspc.rgcs 
Vigils, 116, 128; of Holy Saturday, q. v.; 

of Pentecost, 375 
Voice, 71 
Votive Masses, 183, 276; at Fony Hours', 

335; Offices, 124 
Vows, 396 

Washing, of bands, 91, 204; of feet, 346 
Water, Holy, 64; Baptism, 405; with 

wine, 193; for reconciliation, 438; 
blessing of, 448 

Wine, 192; defective, 309 f. 
Women, 65, 90, 94, 97 
Worship, divine, r ff., 103 ff.; rcJigious, 

385 ff.; ritual, 399 ff. 
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