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A message we received on 5 December 2023:
THOUGHT I’d take the time to say this: This Christmas time, I’ve 
had the chance to sit down and play through the hymns in the Saint 
Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal. Now, I’m by no means a great organist—
but most of the Catholic hymnals I’ve played contain arrangements 

that are clunky and non-intuitive. The one happy exception was the New 
Saint Basil Hymnal.

However, having now played through the hymns as in the Brébeuf Hymnal 
[ https://ccwatershed.org/hymn/ ], I can happily affirm: it has the best 
arrangement of hymns since the New Saint Basil Hymnal. They are both 
beautiful and accessible. You have gathered the best from 
Catholic hymnals throughout the world, and it has done won-
ders promoting congregational singing in our church since 
we have adopted it.

Thank you for all the hard work and dedication that went into making the 
hymnal, as well as making it so easy to use for both singer and pew-sitter. 
Merry Christmas to you and yours.

—Director of Music
Saint Philip’s Catholic Church
[Further details withheld 
for anonymity’s sake.]




