o

iy
THE DI
GOMHIRTS

OF THANS
MO

r canonized into some sort of contem-

Sy timeg
porary virtue.

2 1t mg,
y
g Y also

“But,” many might say, “I don’t want

t ty of to change, to adjust to the new liturgy

i Mg, Same. or new morality or anything else new,

like to k °°mf0rting certa; b"ring’ because I'm not sure (or I'm positive)
B here we g oDtV We I don’t want to accept it. I simply
in an going, don’t believe the new way is better

age
Place daily gy, :ﬁi‘;. Changes tq

;i;gl;rezg;g——mpidity, T
€. Not only g,
with Sweeping chang
generally, but, some
turbingly, within the Church, which
has been for many a haven n:om t;e
world (whether or not it should be
only a haven is another question—
one which is being answered by the
increased social action activities be-
ing initiated by the Church).

What is the answer to our confusion
and discomforts?
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It is certain there are many who feel
this way, who are baffled by the
changes within the Church, even
though the Church has tried to pace
these changes in such a way that peo-
ple will have a period of time to adjust
to them. In spite of this, discomfort
with the changes exists. This is under-
standable, but the point that must be
made is that the changes have been
decreed by Vatican II.

And the implementation is difficult.
There is the necessary experimenta-
tion, the trial-and-error of transition
taking place. Understandably, this is
disturbing to those who have been
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Perhaps it would help us if we could
look upon the discomforts of transi-
tion as a kind of built-in penance. If
we could accept the inevitable and
well-reasoned changes with open
minds and hearts, a measure of spiri-
tual growth will take place.
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On the other hand, those who find
themselves uncomfortable with what
seems to them an unnecessarily slow
pace in adopting the changes recom-
mended by Vatican II—these anxious
ones might consider the extra patience
they have to develop as their own
kind of penance-of-the-moment.

The discomforts may be with us for
some time. And for the diverse ele-
ments in the. Church to engage in
in-fighting only disrupts the spirit of
Jove and impedes the true progress
that could be made within the Church.
How much creative energy can be use-
lessly expelled in stubborn disagree-
ments!

Pride may be a flaw on both sides,
pride in the right-ness of our own
tastes and decisions. Let us serve both
truth and Christian love by working
patiently with each other, wherever
we can, towards a renewed Church.

This pamphlet (“The discomforts of transition”) was kindly sent to us by
Mrs. G. W. I. It appears to have been published circa 1968 by St. Benedict’s
Abbey (Benet Lake, Wisconsin). The author is one “Patricia Martin Zens.”

It would be difficult to find a more arrogant, less “synodal” manifesto. It’s
filled with references to “a [Catholic] Church that has ... become weighed
down with worn-out customs.” Patricia explicitly states: “the old must give
way to the new.” She points to “pride” (her word) as the cause of reluctance
by those who preferred the Church’s traditions.

( And even if we do not sympathize with
the other person’s stance, let us try
to understand his reasons for think-
ing as he does. Empathy—the willing-
ness to enter into another’s thoughts
and emotions and appreciate his re-
sponses, however alien they may be
to our own, is ultimately a high form
of Christian love, And our willingness
to understand (even if we continue
to disagree) may lessen some of the
current discomforts, some of which
obviously are inevitable. But many dis-
comforts, unhappily, may be caused by
an unwillingness to make room at all
for the valid opinions of another,

We cannot ask for compromise of our
convictions. But let us be Christian
enough to listen patiently and sin-
cerely to each other on the pressing
issues facing the Church and the
world.

—Patricia Martin Zens
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OW HAS THIS never been done before? Rehearsal videos—each individual voice! for the best Roman Catholic hymns ... completely
free of charge! Search the Brébeuf Portal: https://www.ccwatershed.org/brebeuf/list/ foritems like “Easter” or “Advent” or “Eucharist.”
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