Father Louis Bouyer’s Testimony Re: Monsignor Hannibal Bugnini:

On several occasions, whether the scuttling of the liturgy of the
dead or even that incredible enterprise to expurgate the Psalms for
use in the Divine Office, Bugnini ran into an opposition that was
not only massive but also, one mlght say, close to unani

) imous.|In
such cases, he didn’t hesitate to say: “But the Pope wills 1t‘” After
that, of course, there was no question of discussing the matter any
further.

Yet, one day when he had made use of that argument I had a
lunch appointment with my friend Msgr. Del Gallo who as privy
Chamberlain had a flat right above the papal apartments at the
time. As I was coming back down—after the siesta, of course—
and came out of the lift onto the Cortile San Damaso, Bugnini in
person was emerging from the staircase on his way in from the
Bronze Gate. At the sight of me, he didn’t just turn pale: he was
visibly aghast. I straightaway understood that, knowing me to be
notus pontifici, he supposed I had just been with the pope. But in
my innocence I simply could not guess why he would be so terror-
ized at the idea that I might have had an interview with the pope
regarding our affairs.

I would be given the answer, though weeks later, by Paul VI
himself. As he was discussing our famous work with me, work
which he had finally ratified without being much more satisfied
with it than I was, he said to me: “Now why did you do [x] in the
reform?” . .. Naturally, I answered: “Why, simply because Bugnini
had assured us that you absolutely wished it” His reaction was
instantaneous: “Cim this be? He told me himself that you were
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