*Thc Good Shepherd Church in
Mount Vernon, Va., has changed life-
styles along with its pastors. Until
recently under the direction of the Rev.
Thomas Quinlan, the parish featured
such liturgical oddities as orange Volks-
wagons and flower-decked forklift
trucks in its processions. But when the
new Arlington diocese was created, the
Rev. John P. Hannon replaced Fr. Quin-
lan by order of Bishop Thomas J. Welsh.
Betore his first sermon, Father Hannan
had dismissed the church’'s six lay
women ministers, stopped work on a new
building, put an end to Communion in
the hand and declined to meet with the
lay committees of the parish.

*"A review of the 10 leading books on
how to improve one's sex life,” said
Jesuit  Father Richard McCormick,
“leaves only one impression: the domin-
ance of the concept of work in something
that should be play. The human meaning
has been drained out of it.”" Speaking
before a theology seminar sponsored by
the Newark archdiocesan Committee for
the Continuing Education of Priests, Fr.
McCormick said he saw three sexual
attitudes developing: sex turning into a
mechanical, calculated event; sex separ-
ating itselt from the ordinary world; and
sex becoming depersonalized.

? According to a study made jointly by
a Catholic research organization and the
U.S. Bishops® Committee on the Liturgy.
liturgical education is getting short-
changed in U.S. Catholic seminaries.
where “theology is insufficiently related
to practical piety as expressed in the
liturgy, and pastoral preparation is
insufficiently related to the priestly task
of presiding over and interpreting the
liturgy.”

*On,. the international scene, Msgr.
Richard J. Schuler, St. Paul, Minn., told
the sixth International Church Music
Congress meeting in Salzburg. Austria,
that  sacred music has all but
disappeared in  the training of
seminarians, but he stressed that the
problem is not essentially a musical one.
“When man,” he said, “in a sense,
assumes the place of God in the liturgy
by an exaggerated humanism, then the
need for the sacred ceases . . . The
malady that afflicts the Church today
was first detected in sacred music and
liturgy.”

4 A continuing model of the place of
sacred music in the liturgy is the 10 A.M.
Latin High Mass in Washington's St.
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?Bmadway's popular comic revue,
“Good Evening,” continues to draw fire

from Catholics in New York. The
protest is led by Andrew J. McCauley,
president of the newly formed Citizens
Against Sacrilege in the Media, who
claims that the show mocks the birth of
Christ and “'slurs the Holy Ghost as a
womanizer."”

*Archbishop Angel Suquia of Santia-

go de Compostela declared that the situ-
ation of Spanish major seminaries is
precarious due to a two-thirds decrease
in vocations during the past ten years,
but refrained from offering any
explanation for the slump. A more
heartening finding was that of the Infor-
mation Center on Religious Vocations in
Freiburg, Germany, which declared that
aspirants to the priesthood had increased
I8 per cent last year. And gave as its
reasons: “‘a personal relationship be-
tween priest and the young™ and *a truly
Christian family environment.™

quuaIIy heartening was the glad
report, *“We have no vocation crisis,” of
Sister Frances Gumino, the Superior of
the Salesian Sisters. Unlike those
religious orders that are experiencing
declines in vocations, the Salesian Sisters
have retained their strict discipline and
the traditional habit. “Young girls are
attracted to our way of life,” Sister
Gumino said. “They find the discipline
and sacrifice appealing.™

*ln a letter sent to members of the
U.S. Senate. Bishop James Rausch urged
that the Soviet Union not be given
“most-favored nation” treatment by the
United States. The bishop. and general
secretary of the United States Catholic
Conference, based his opposition on the
continuing Soviet restrictions on human
rights and freedoms, citing the harass-
ment of Soviet Jews in paragraph after
paragraph, with nary a word concerning
the martyrdom, living and otherwise, of
Christian people and nations under the
Soviet boot.

fPerhaps because of their unsung
sufferings, Christians living behind the
Iron Curtain are spiritually stronger than
those living in the West, according to
Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen. Speaking
before a men’s club in Hyde Park, N.Y.,
Archbishop Sheen said that *“Christ
without the cross is weak, effeminate,
dull. Who picks up Christ without the
cross? Our Western, affluent society.
The ascetic principle of Christianity has
moved to the totalitarian states, and
that's why they [persecuted Christians]|
are strong . . . We are witnessing the end
of Christendom, not the end of Chris-
tianity.” The archbishop characterized
Christendom as that period wherein the
Western  nations were  profoundly
influenced by the Gospel. **‘Now we have
to resist the current,” he stated. “God is
thinning our ranks in this stressing
period of the Church.” ]
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OW HAS THIS never been done before? Rehearsal videos—each individual voice!—for
the best Roman Catholic hymns ... completely free of charge! Search the Brébeuf Portal :
https://www.ccwatershed.org/brebeuf/list/ for items like “Easter” or “Advent” or “Eucharist.”
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