
This bishop sounds like he takes the liturgy very seriously. We 
can expect, then, that in his diocese the propers (Entrance Chant, 
Responsorial Psalm, Offertory Chant, Communion antiphon) will 
always be taken from the 1974 Graduale Romanum—or if  they 
are replaced, they will only be replaced by “another liturgical 
chant … approved by the Conference of  Bishops or the Diocesan 
Bishop” (which is current liturgical law for the Ordinary Form).
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DIRECTIVE ON THE IMPLEME 
MOTU PROPR/0, TRADIT/Of\. 

To: The Priests Mlnlatertng In the 01oc ... of London 

Dear Brothers in Chns 

On 16 July 2021, Pope Francis ssued the Apostolic Letter motu propno, Traditions Custodes, wherein h rev sed the 
nonns govem ng the c llOn of 1h Tnd ntm M ss, th t ls, the M ss a It was celebrated fOl'e th ltlurg,cal 
refonns or 1h Second V can Coun I nd th promul lion or th n Roman Mis I by S P ul VI In 1970 nd 
rev sed by S John P ul II in 2002. Pnor to th u nee of th Apostol c Lett r by th Holy Fa r, the w regul ting 
the eel bratlon or th form of the Mass had be n et out by Pope Bened ct XVI n h Apostolic Lener motu propno, 
Summorum PontJficum publ hed on 7 July 2007. That document granted broad labtude 10 a y pnest to eel brat 
the Mass accord ng 10 Missale Romanum of 1962 without any ref r nee to the D ocesan e· hop. Pope Franc In 
h s lett r has abrogated th latlon of Pope Benedict XVI n reference to the Tndentln s Consequently, there 
s no longer an ordinary and extraordinary form of the Roman Rite but only the unique xpression of the lex orandi of 
the La n Church as found n the lttur91cal books publ shed n the y rs follo ng Second Va n Council. 

The new Apostolic Letter enlNSts 10 the Diocesan Bishop s moderator of the whole htu cal e of the local Church 
cx,nfided to h scare the exdus,ve competence lo authorize the use of the 1962 Missal in hi diocese. Accordingly, It 
belongs lo me enllrely lo determine where, when and by whom this form of the liturgy will be celebrated. Existing 
groups where this form of the Mass has been celebrated will be expllc tty authonzed by me to continue celebrating 
according lo the pre-Vabcan II ltturgy provided these groups do not deny the legitimacy of the liturgical reform ordered 
by the Second Vatican Couool and the mag,ste um or the B shops of Rome. No other or new groups for the 
celebration of the Mass according to the 1962 Missal may be established without my direct permi.ssion. 

The e Ma es celebrated according 10 the 1962 Missal are not to t ke place In parish churches. Provision will need 
to be made for the r relocalJOn lo suitable extra-parochial venues where that s feasible. I WIii, refore. need to 
request a dispensation for Masses Lo conUnue to be celebrated n th parish churches until suitabl venues are 
found. 

Priests charged with the ce brallon of the Mass according to the M ssal of 1962 nd the past.oral care of the fa lhful n 
the d s n led groups who ad re to th Trid ntlne I turgy wall be n med by me to fulfill these respon bi I s. Priests 
Who already celebrate according to M,ssa/e Romanum or 1962, even priv tely, or who wish to do so in the future must 
obtain my uthonzabon n ng lo exerose this faculty. 

In lier, the Holy F s the f ct that features of the pre-Vat ca nslic liturgy ve been ntroduced 
nto Novu Ordo to d tortlo ref ore, I d reel that th tat n of the G mral In truct,on of the 
Ro M,ss I (2010) Is thfulty obse priests nd fa th that. no rubncs. gestures or customs 
to be found n M, I Romanum of 1962, wh abrogated long r found n the Genera/ 
Instruction of the Roman Ml , ar of the Mass found m the 
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Fraternally yours in Christ. 

+~~,"" 
Most Rev. Ronald P Fabbro. CSB 
Bishop of London 
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