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About the Composer :
Peter Lejeune (b. 1991) has contributed marvelous orginal hymn tunes to the St. Jean de Brébeuf Hymnal, 
which will be released in 2018.  Corpus Christi Watershed obtained permission (July 2018) to add English 
lyrics alongside the Latin words he set for this famous Christmas carol.  Mr. Lejeune can be reached through 
the offices of the John Paul II Institute for Liturgical Renewal ( liturgical.institute@gmail.com ).

About the Text :
The English translation is based on work of Alfred Thomas Braye (d. 1928), who converted from Anglicanism 
to the Catholic Church in 1868.  The Latin text was written by Father Charles Coffin (d. 1749).

Singers should memorize this Refrain, to avoid excessive page turns :

1. Jam désinant suspíria;
Audívit ex alto Deus:
Caeli patéscunt; en adest
Promíssa pax mortálibus.

2. Profúnda noctis ótia
Caeléstis abrúmpit chorus;
Natúmque festo cármine
Annúntiat terris Deum.

3. Specum sacrátam pérvigil
Dum turba pastórum subit,
Eámus, et castis pia
Cunis ferámus óscula.

4. At quale nobis pánditur
Intrántibus spectáculum!
Praesépe, foenum, fásciae,
Parens inops, infans puer.

Let our aspirations now cease; 
God from on high has heard us; 
The heavens are open, behold: 
mortals now have the promised peace.

The heavenly chorus breaks 
the deep stillness of the night. 
It announces in festive song 
that God is born on the earth.

While the group of shepherds 
keep watch and enter the hallowed 
cave, let us go and bring loving 
kisses to the chaste crib.

What a wondrous sight is presented 
to us as we enter! The crib, the hay, 
the swaddling clothes, the poor 
parent, the infant boy.

5. Tu-ne ille, Christe, Fílius
Et splendor aetérni Patris?
Illum-ne cerno qui levi
Orbem pugíllo sústinet?

6. Sic est: verénda queis lates,
Fides penétrat núbila:
Agnósco quem proni vident,
Tremunt, adórant Ángeli.

7. Agis magístrum vel tacens:
Ex hac cathédra nos doces
Vitáre quod carni placet,
Caro quod horret pérpeti.

8. Castos amóres nútriens,
Sanans tuméntes spíritus,
Divíne, nostris, ô Puer,
Praecórdiis innáscere.

Are not you, Christ, the Son of God 
and the splendor of the eternal 
Father? Do I not see Him who rules 
the world with a gentle stroke?

So it is: You are hidden to those whom 
faith fills with veneration. I, too, 
acknowledge you whom prostrate 
angels see, tremble at, and adore.

Even when silent you act as teacher: 
You teach us from this seat
To avoid what pleases the flesh 
To endure what the flesh abhors.

Nourishing chaste love, 
Healing prideful spirits 
O Divine Child, 
Be surrounded by our praises.

*  Rehearsal Videos for each individual voice: CCWATERSHED.ORG/ POLYPHONY

Jam Dés inant Susp ír ia
2018 Christmas Carol arr. by Peter Lejeune

http://www.ccwatershed.org/polyphony/
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