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INTRODUCTION.

Ces accompagnements sont Villustration des théories exposées
dans la Revue Grégorienne et & I'Institut Grégorien de Paris ™.

Il n'existe pas d’accompagnement passe-partout. Il est impos-
sible également de fixer pour chaque piéce une tessiture unique;
la nature des voix, l'étendue et lacoustique des vaisseaux,
considérées en relation avec linterprétation réclamée par le
caractére de chaque piéce, exigent le plus souvent une adaptation.
D’ot, nécessité d’apprendre et de se former un style pour pouvoir
se libérer des harmonisations écrites. Nos accompagnements ont
été concus pour un cheeur bien exercé, un organiste moyen et
une tessiture légérement élevée.

Ces harmonies utilisent les ressources modernes, — tant
qu’elles restent modales, — et, sans &tre agressives, elles s'affran-
chissent du préjugé de la consonnance 2 outrance et de certaines
régles purement scholastiques dont pourtant elles respectent
Pesprit. S'il plaisait & quelques esprits d’y chercher 4 la loupe
des quintes ou de déclarer faux certains accords, qu'ils sachent
au moins que rien n'a été écrit au hasard.

Nous croyons d’ailleurs étre restés fidéles & notre grand
principe et nous pensons que notre accompagnement, pris dans
son ensemble, est bien « une traduction, une transposition,

une projection aussi objective, aussi fidéle et aussi simple que -

possible de la pure mélodie dans l'ordre harmonique ». Que si
quelque détail semblait ¢a et 13 sécarter de cet idéal, un
examen plus attentif pourra parfois dissiper I'impression premiére;
d’autant que I'on ne devra jamais perdre de vue que le rythme et
la modalit¢ des piéces ont leurs exigences aussi bien que le
contexte immédiat. De plus, Pécriture musicale ne mérite-t-elle
pas, elle aussi, qu'on lui fasse quelques sacrifices quand les
principes essentiels restent saufs? Enfin, dans un livre qui
voudrait contribuer 4 la formation des organistes accompagna-
teurs, il ne nous a pas paru inutile de donner parfois différentes
harmonisations de la méme formule mélodique (dans les Kyrz,
les Agnus Dei, etc.), sans prétendre toujours reconnaitre & toutes
la méme valeur ni la méme opportunité. Quoi qu’il en soit, nous
espérons que 'on voudra bien ne pas s'arréter aux détails, mais
regarder a l'ensemble du style. Surtout, qu’on n’aille pas, & cause
de telle réalisation qui peut étre personnelle et céder la place &
une autre, rejeter des principes qui prétendent étre objectifs et

“scientifiques.-

Pour ce qui conceme lemploi de la pédale, il faut observer
que Jicher le 16 pieds au milieu d’une phrase fait un creux.
Deés lors, pour les passages & trois voix, il faudra, ou bien
continuer avec la pédale 16 pieds méme la partie de ténor, si
celle-ci s’enchaine avec la partie grave; ou bien n’avoir pas de
16 pieds 4 la pédale et lacher ce clavier quand la basse se tait;
ou bien enfin ne pas jouer de pédale du tout, pour des piéces
entiéres qui pourraient s'en dispenser (v. g. certains versets de
Graduel, d’Alleluia, d’Introit, etc., réservés aux chantres), ou pour
des parties de piéces formant un tout logique.

Quelques-unes des harmonisations du présent recueil (Asper-
ges 1, Agnus Dei 111, Sanctus 1X, Agnus Dei XVI) ont trouvé
place dans un ouvrage destiné 4 fournir des exemples au Cowrs

.

The following accompaniments are intended to illustrate the
theories laid down in the Revwe Grégorienne and taught at the
Gregorian Institute of Paris *.

There is no such thing as an accompaniment which will serve
for every key, nor is it possible to fix upon a single compass for
each piece; the nature of the voices, the size and acoustic
properties of the building, in relation to the interpretation
demanded by the character of the composition, these generally
call for adaptation. Hence the necessity for study in order that
one may acquire a style of one’s own, and gradually become
independent of the written score. But since in the face of
several alternatives a choice has to be made, the present
accompaniments have been arranged for a practised cholir,
a competent organist, and a somewhat high compass. .

The harmonisations make use of modern resoiirces, in so
far as these are modal, and without being aggressive, are not
hidebound either by the sacrosanct principle of consonance,
or by the letter of certain purely scholastic rules whose spirit
they respect nevertheless. Possibly some captious spirits may
take a delight in pursuing a microscopic search for fifths,
or pronounce certain combinations discordant; let them at least
bear in mind that nothing here has been set down. at random.

The composers believe moreover that, by fidelity to their root
principle, they have succeeded in rendering the accompaniment
as a whole “a translation, transposition, and projection of the
pure melody into the harmonic order, made as objective,
faithful and simple as possible ”. If here and there they seem
to have fallen from this standard, a closer perusal will often
dispel the impression; not must it be. forgotten that the
rhythm and modality of the pieces have certain requirements,
just as much as the immediate melodic context. Does not the
musical style, moreover, deserve that some few sacrifices should
be made on its behalf, provided the essential principles be kept
intact? Lastly, in a work of this sort, intended to contribute to
the training of organ accompanists, it seemed only fitting to
provide several different harmonisations for one and the same
melodic formula — in the Kyrses, Agnus Dei, etc. — without
thereby claiming the same value and appropriateness for all.
Be this as it may, the authors’ desire is that these accompaniments
should be regarded as a whole, without lingering over them in
very great detail. It is supremely important that one should
not run the risk of rejecting principles which lay claim to be
objective and scientific, on account of some small point of
interpretation which may well be a matter of personal choice
and open to improvement.

As regards the use of the pedal, it must be noted that to
release the sixteen foot stop in the middle of a phrase will cause
a gap. For three voice passages it follows that one must either
continue to use the pedal with the tenor part, if this latter follows
logically upon the bass, or else not have the sixteen foot stop at
the pedal but leave the pedal board alone whenever there is an
interruption in the bass part. A third alternative would be not
to use the pedal at all in those pieces where it can be dispensed

t Cours d’accompagnement du chant grégorien par H. Potiron, maltre de
chapelle de la Basilique du Sacré-Coeur et professeur i I'Institut Grégorien.
IIe Edition, chez Hérelle et Cie, 16, Rue de 1'Odéon, Paris VIe.
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 Cours d'accompagnement du chant grégorien by H. Potiron, Choirmaster at
the Sacred Heart Basilica of Montmartre and Professor at the Gregorian Insti-
tute. ({2nd Edition, Hérelle and Co., Paris.)
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de I Institut Grégorien et qui a lui-méme pour titre Vingt-neuf with (e. g. in certain verses of the Gradual, Alleluia, Introit,

pidces grégoriennes harmonisées, avec commentaive harmonigue, etc., reserved to the cantors), or in such portions of any piece
rythmigue ¢t modal” (Hérelle). as form a logical entity.
Some of the harmonisations in the present collection — Asper-

Quarr Abbey, en la fate de St. Grégoire, ges'T, Kyrie 11, Agnus Dei 111, Sanctus IX, Agnus Dei XV1 —

will be commented upon in a forthcoming book of evamples in

. . 12 Mars 1927 connection with the Cours de UInsiitul Grégorien, entitled.

: “ Vingt-neuf piéces grégoriennes Larmonisées, avec commentaire
harmonique, rythmigue et modal”. (Hérelle.) g

Quarr Abbey, Feast of Saint Gregory,
- March 12, 1927.
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An English transiation of the footnotes occurring in

NOTES

is unfamiliar.

p-1 (1)

p-4 (1)

p. 10 (1)-

p- 13 (1).

p- 14 (1).

p- 18 (1).

Or else, if the accompanist is bent on avoiding the
two consecutive fifths between the chant and the alto.

Or else these two other harmonic formule.

Or else, as below at deprecationem, by placing the stress
on the /z and the 7¢ and adopting the cadential
rhythm of ad dexteram Patris and 7u solus altissimus
Jesu Christe.

This isolated note, preceding and falling on the same
syllable as the group which follows, is, in the present
case, the modal note on which the entire group
depends; it obviously needs to be brought out in the
harmony. It would also be well to mark its impor-
tance in the chant.

Or else, by mi natural between (see example). Evi-
dently this passing 7 natural, corresponding to the si
natural of the original tone, is contrary to the general
rule, occurring as it does in the second modal group,
and without being justified by any natural in the
melody, in which in fact a flat occurs later on. But
in formule of the fourth mode based on the final Za,
a passing m7 is more than admissible in the accompa-
niment of the third modal group (original tone). If
therefore a melodic formula properly belonging to the
fourth mode in Jz be written a fourth lower (fourth
mode in ), the s¢ natural alone will be possible if it
fulfils the same conditions, and is brought in only
as a passing note or in a passing harmony.
analogous formule written in the fourth mode in s¢
(the first modal group) would seem to presuppose 2
passing fa skarp. This is a perfectly logical and
legitimate procedure, but its application calls for
caution and is not to be generally recommended.
One example of it, which may prove useful, is
appended here.

The foregoing cadence may be used. The do skarp
is suggested here as a possible alternative, although
rather harsh.

In the third line of the fext before Christe : The

melodic pattern of Christe, by keeping entirely within
the fifth 7e-/a, brings about a sort of comtrast which

http:/fccwatershed.org

Even -

(2)-

p- 19 (1).

p- 21 (1).

p. 23.(x).

p. 40 (1).
p- 42 (1)

p- 63 (1).

p- 79 (1)

p- 94 (1).

p- 97 (1)-

<

the course of the book is appended here Sfor the convenience of those to whom Frem}zb

fully authorises the introduction of s flaz in the
accompaniment (do #atural in the transposed version).
Either one or the other of these two interpretations
must be chosen and retained throughout the course
of the thrice-repeated Christe. (This note was by an
error inserted in the text.)

Whichever hypothesis is adopted, the last Christe but
onme in the. harmonisations can be used, since the do
does not occur in this formula.

Or else one of the preceding formule.

“Or else in following the rhythm indicated by the

groups for iz excelsis.

The harmony for the first Kyr7e can equally well be
used again in this case.

The alto may keep on with 7.
Or else do skarp in the alto.

The entire absence of any fain this Kyrie, (we are
not speaking here of the transposed version) the

_insistence on the third soi/a-si b, the equivalent

melodic formule, all these three features lead one to
conclude that the melody suggests fa # rather than
fa 4, and that the logical way of writing the piece,
instead of being in the final s7, would naturally be
either in the final 7 or Za (with s D), although in
actual practice any one of these three ways of trans-
cribing the melody is quite possible. ~This seems to
justify a discreet use of the passing fa # (mi 4 in the
transposition adopted here). One might write for-
instance, 3rd Kyrie etc., see p. 63 below. '

We owe this harmonic formula (fiom * Ex Maria
Virgine”) as well as others inspired by it, to André
Caplet, the lamented author of *“ Le Miroir de [ésus 2

The alto may keep on with 7e.

The alto may keep on with 7e.




~ Ordinarium Misse.

In Dominicis ad Aspersionem Aque benedicte.

Extra Tempus Paschale.
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Tempore Paschali. A
Scilicet a Dominica Pascha usque ad Pentecosten inclusive.
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' III. In Festis Solemnibus. 2.

(Kyrie Deus sempiterne)
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! ! l Il est dvident que ce mi naturcl de passage (¥), correspondant au si bécurre du ton
original, en second groupe modal, et sans gu'aucun bdcarre mélodique le justi.
: = fie (puisque précisément le bémol tnterviendra plus loin), esten dehars de la.re.. .
(1) . —4p= — | gle rabituelle. Mais,dans un IV¢ mode étabdli sur finale ia, on admel fort bienun
ou bien ¥J. R )——J¥ 4. | 'mi depassage dans Iharmonie, en troisiéme groupe (ton original). Lors. dono.

quune formule mélodique appartenact en propre au quatridme mode en la se re#7ou _

. : - : 1 vera une quarte plus. das-quatrieme mode en nmi- le §i naturel seul scra possible.
et dans les mémes conditions. Nous croyons méme que des formules analogues derites.dans le quatriome mode en si -premier grov..
pe modal- supporteraiont le fa} de passage, coest la logigue méme. Mais dvidemment le procédé est dangereus: et ne doit pas tre
conseilld. Il nous a paru utile toutsfois d’en donner ici un exemple. _ A 5730
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IV. In Festis Duplicibus. 1.

(Cunctipotens Genitor Deus.)
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" (2) Par errcur cette note a été introduite dans le lexte. Notre avant de
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